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is no _—_ 15 5 is Breath — 
a oo He returntth'to his earth; in 


_ That very 12 bis dh ehen 


I 
* * 


HAT bl Make bf divine provi- 
dence, which has taken our venera- 
| Nen Mom ARcHñ from the throne which he 
has long filled with diſtinguiſhed glory to 
himſelf, and happineſs to his people, de- 
mands the particular notice of every loyal 
and grateful ſubject. We were unworthy 
the bleſſings enjoyed under ſuch a reign, 
could we behold the cloſe of it without con- 
cern. Reſpect to the memory of the illuſtri- 
ous dead, to the royal mourners, and to an 
afflicted people, and a deſire to coincide with 


the 
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the conduct of providence for your religious 
improvement, have turned my thoughts to 
this ſubject. A more ſuitable one I know 
nok where to find; nor could 1 think of a 
time more fit to inſiſt upon it than the pre- 
ſent day, by the return of which we are na- 
turally led to reflect on the ſtate of our pub- 
lick affairs; to review] with gratitude the 
mercies, which, as a nation, we have enjoy- 
ed; and to improve with ſeriouſneſs the diſ- 
penfations of Heaven towards us. wy 
It is not improbable that the Gb from 
e the text is taken, was compoſed on 
the death of ſome royal perſonage; however 
that may be, the ſentiments are well _— 
to inſtruct ianddupport the mind under ſuch 
an event, and the paſſage before us ſrems 
culiarly pertinent and important. In the il- 
Wa r es to e de ant! 
4 eit of 4 ii 
1. The raution here given us, _— not you 
= n pv nces nor in n _ 2 an 


* — * I 


I The reaſons ade in pelt of it: 
5 — becauſe circumſtances may ariſe i In 
which there will be found' no help in 
them; — and at beſt they are liable to 


be 


In the be of prinves. 5 
be ſurprired by death, to mingle with 
the duſt; and to have their thoughts 


14 
31 
# © 


"Sino gude a little oom theſe. VIEW 
yet humbling i ideas, 1 (hall endeavour to lead 
you to the proper improvement of the ſub- 
you in n oonnex on Win _ ſolowin' commend 
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R 805 firſ attend 5 ths caution ou ged. 
6 pu not Jour t uſt in princes, nor in the 
for of man. — A caution which implies our 
profieneſs to err: — a caution which is pe- 
culiarly ſeaſonable in the preſent ſituation of 
out publick affairs: — and a caution which 
nd of a very extenſive nature. 

1. The caution takes it for granted that 
ehnking are prone to repoſe | too much con- 
fidence in creatures. If it were not ſo, the 
advice were unneceſſary. But who will ſcru- 
ple to acknowledge this ? Which of us is 
not conſcious to himſelf that he has often 
truſted too far to an arm of fleſh? In our 
private concerns, though admoniſhed by re- 
peated diſappointments, are we not apt to 
expect too much from our friends? Do not 
our hearts cleave fondly to them? Do we 


not 
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not forget how frail they are; and lean with 

greater weight upon them than they are able 
to ſupport? In our publick interefts too, how 
ready are we to expect every thing from the 
abilities we imagine they ;poſſeſs, whom pro- 
vidence has raiſed to exalted, ſtations; eſpe- 

cially when thoſe abilities have -been: often 
crowned with ſucceſs! 'We then, [think their 
ſagacity, their courage, their influence equal 
to any undertaking; and ſeem not to doubt, 

but, under ſuch direction, all we do {ball 
ene a * hus, in all our different connexi- 
ons, we are too liable to over-love. and oyer- 


truſt almoſt. every creature, who. has any 


thing to invite our affection and flatter our 
hope. The human mind is ſo imperfect 
and inattentive, that it frequently loſes ſight 
of the ſupreme object of its confidence, 
cleaves inordinately to inferior beings, and 
repoſes an undue reliance on them. If the 
Creator were more humbly and ſteadily re- 


garded, the creatures would maintain their 


proper place; but ſomething we muſt have 
to confide in, and in proportion to our for- 
getfulneſs of God, inferiour natures are 3 
dolized. To this errour the pſalmiſt knew 
mankind were prone, . and therefore urges 

this 


in the Beſt if pris ret. * $ 


this neceſſary caution, put not Jour” truff in 
pri nces, nor in the fon of man. 

2. The caution is peculiarly ſeaſonable in 
the preſent ſituation of 'our publick affairs. 
Be they ever ſo good, ever ſo great, ever ſo 
beloved, put not your truſt in princes. The 
tender age of our preſent moſt gracious ſo- 
vereign alone excepted, few princes have 
been more likely to engage the confidence 
of their people. And amongſt men, none 
are ſo likely to do it as princes: their exalted 
ſtation, the honours ſo early heaped upon 
them, the ſtrong expreſſions of eſteem and 
veneration with which the greateſt names 
approach them, the incenſe of praiſe which 
from every quarter is rifing round them, 
conceal-from our view their real character, 
or ſeen through that medium the object is 
often enlarged, and the mind is filled with 
too ſanguine expectations. For though they 
are princes, though inveſted with all the 
marks of external grandeur, and though they 
muſt have had many peculiar advantages for 
exalting their views, forming their charac- 
ters, and inſpiring them with great and no- 
ble purpoſes; we muſt ſtill remember that 
they have not ceaſed to be men. Could they 


leave 


8 Unlimited confidence not to be placed _ 
leave human infirmities at the foot of the 
throne; could they with the royal robe put 
on every manly accompliſhment, princely 
virtue and chriſtian grace; then we might 
with morẽ᷑ ſecurity truſt them. Truſt ow. 
have I faid ? No: when they are men of the 
firſt diſtinction far virtue, poſſeſſed of every 
thing that can raiſe the princely character, 
and dgait) the chriſtian name, we muſt not 
truſt them; for (till they are creatures; frail, 
mutable, dependent; and our uncreated re- 
fuge muſt not be overlagked 1 ** 
moſt exalted of his works.. 
We are no doubt permitted to take com- 
wa in good princes: they are publick 
bleſſings, the means under God of 8 | 
happineſs from the throne to the 
tage; while unſpeakable diſtraction e mix 
ſery may be brought upon a people. by the 
- adminiſtration and influence of a raſh, ty- 
rannical and licentious ſovereign. This na- 
tion has groaned under the ſcourge of prin» 
ces whoſe names we could wiſh to forget, 
though now and long ſo happy, under the 
wiſe and equitable govetnment of the preſent 
royal family. We cannot. therefore ratio- 
e indifferent to the priacely charac- 


ter; 


in tbe le of princet. 9 
ter; we cannot but feel great complacency 
in thoſe, whoſe virtues adorn their throne 
and bleſs their ſubjects; for in the language 
of Solomon, when the righteous are in autba- 
rity, the people rejoice; but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. (a) 

And we may not only take pleaſure in a 
good prince, as one of the greateſt bleſſings 
of providence ; but may reatonably entertain 
chearful expectations from him. Can we 
behold a mongrch riſing to the throne amidſt 
the united acclamations of a loyal and af- 
fectionate people, a prince who has given 
ſuch early proofs of wiſdom and piety (un- 


perſon, by all who have been permitted 
publickly to addreſs him) a prince, who is a 
native, and therefore by the, ſtrongeſt ties a 
lover of our country, the lineal deſcendent 
of ſuch a king as we have lately loſt; a 
prince of whoſe education in proteſtant and 

enerous principles, ſuch care has been ta- 
— whoſe royal grandfather and illuſtrious 
mother have given him ſuch bright exam- 
ples z — Can We ſee ſuch a ſovereign aſcend- 


* 


(.) Prov. xxix. 2. 


10 Unlimited confidence not to be placed 
ing the throne of his anceſtors, and not en- 
tertain the moſt pleaſing expectations? This 


is ſo natural, it is ſo unavoidable, that 1 may 
preſume to ſay, it is highly proper; provi- 
ded we pay a due regard to the caution be- 


fore us, put not your truſt in princes. We 
know they are but men; men of like paſſi- 


ons with others; men expoſed to peculiar 
temptations. It is poflible that all which 
appeared promiſing in them before they 


gained the pinnacle of honour, may, by fo 


great a change, be diſſipated and loſt, and 
our warmeſt hopes make us aſhamed; for 
man at his beſt eſtate is vanity |! Highly ſea- 
ſonable therefore is the advice of the text, 


put not your truſt in princes. 


3. The caution is very extenſive. It not 
only forbids our truſting in princes, but like- 
wiſe in any of the ſons of men: Not mere- 
ly perſons of royal birth and ſtations, but o- 


ther great characters are ſometimes too much 


confided in. Diſtinguiſhed abilities, when 


brought i into an important ſphere of action, 


when held i in a conſpicuous point of light, 
are very apt to create an undue reliance in 
mankind, We have at this period, not on- 


y a very amiable prince upon the throne, | 
| which 


in the beft of — = 


which makes it proper to warn you nor 
to truſt in princes; but a truly great per- 
ſonage near the throne, whom the nation 
honours, loves and applauds: well he ap- 
pears to deſerve his diſtinctions; long may 
he live to wear them, as the juſt and unen- 
vied reward of cares and ſervices, ſuch as we 
believe he is ſtrenuouſly engaged in! Permit 
me alſo to expreſs the pleaſure 1 feel in reflect- 
ing that there are ſo many able, faithful, and 
active friends of their country, Who, in their 
ſeveral departments, chearfully relinquiſh the 
indulgencies which their rank would afford 
them, inure themſelves to the-continual fa- 
tigues of their reſpective offices, or brave 
the hardſhips and dangers of the fleet or 
the field. Every Britop muſt exult in the 
apparent ſuperiority of our counſellors to the 
ſpirit of faction, in the harmony and union 
with which they purſue the publick good; 
and in the noble proofs which ſo many of 
our commanders and ſoldiers have given of 
- a martial ſkill and courage, which might ri- 
val the honour of the roman name. It is 
alſo with joy that we behold the almoſt un- 
paralelled unanimity with which good men 
15 1 competent; principles and Profeſſions, 
er B 2 in 
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in the civil or religious life, ate chearfully 
bearing the burden of war, and generouſly 
ſacrificing every inferior inclination to attend 
to the intereſt of their country. Yet let not 
theſe nor any ſuch cncouragements tempt us 
to rruſt in any of tbe ſons of men, They may 
plan with wiſdom, they may ſpeak with 
perſuaſion, they may act with ſteadineſs, vi- 
gour and SIT of mind; as Stateſmen, 
they may be vigilant ; as Senatots, uncor- 
rupted; as Patriots, firm and zealous ; | as 
Soldiers, brave; and as Subjects, loyal: they 
may be noble, generous and popular; ſuch 
ve have: ſuch may we ever have, to aid our 
Monarch amidſt the cares of government, to 
fight his battles, and to ſupport his throne! 
Yet after all we muſt not put our truſt is 
princes, nor in any of the ſons of en. 
This, my friends, is the caution of the 
text; yourſelves are judges of its propriety 
and nn Lex us Now nn 


18. The rinfons breed to engge our 
regard to it. 

1. We are not to rruſ in princes nor in 
any of the ſons of men, becauſe many circum- 
Rances may ariſe in which there will be 
found 


n the bel ef prince. 113 
found uo belp in them. While providence is 
pleaſed to crown their meaſures with ſuc- 
ceſs, we are ready to think too highly of 
them: they inſinuate themſelves into the 
mind ſo far as to rob God of the honour 
due to his name; human applauſe termi- 
nates in the inſtruments, and the directing 
| ee. hand of * is unſeen and un- 
The 18 of this is, the Almighty is juli 
provoked to leave theſe great men to the na- 
tural effect of their own weakneſs and im- 
perfection; his wiſdom forſakes their COoun- 
ſels, his energy deſerts their Arms; we ſoon 
find affairs running counter to our expectati - 
ons; infatuated are their deſigns, and their 
undertakings abortive. — And now whither 
does the mind of the people turn itſelf? 
For a while we wonder what is become of 
the | ſagacity, which ſo lately directed the 
publick meaſures; of the ſpirit and valour, 
which animated and urged on all our enter- 
pries, and commanded ſucceſs wherever it 
was exerted. Alas | This ſurprize and theſe 
_ enquiries. do not reach the real cauſe : the 


ſpting of all riſes higher; it riſes here, God 
| has been forgotten; we have put our rut 


in 
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in princes and in the ſons of men, and now he 
is leaving us to diſcover that in them there 
#5 0 belp. The men are much the ſame; 
but the prefiding Deity has withdrawn him 
ſelf: and now the devices of the crafty are 


diſappointed, {6 that their hands cannot per- 


form their enterpriſe ; *the wiſe are taken in 
their own craftineſs, and their counſel is car- 
ried bead. long. Men, who but lately ap- 


peared to have the keeneſt and moſt exten- 


ſive penetration, now meet with darkneſs 
in the daytime, and grope at noon- day as 
in the night; the ſtout hearted are ſpoiled, 

and none of the men of might have found 
their hands. Exigencies ariſe quite beyond 

the ſphere of their capacity, in which a 
king can do as little as a ſubject; ſo that 
he ſhall be obliged to reply to the cries of 
his people, as the king of Iſrael did to the 
woman of Samaria. If the Lord do not help 
thee whence ſhall I help thee: (5): Neither 
Princes, Counſellors, nor Warriours can ſtem 
the torrent of ruin, which ſometimes 
threatens to 'overwhelm the ſtate: ſo that, 
after many defeated and confounded hopes, 
he” Prog _ to _ _ an 7s High 


ds 


(% 2 Kings vi. 27. 


in the beſt of princes. 15 
 helþ of man ! Characters and affairs are pla- 
ced in a truer light; and it is acknowledged 

that, when once God has forſaken us and: 
men are truſted in his ſtead, men of low de- 
gree are vanity, and men. of high degree are 
a lie, to be laid in the balance they are alto- 
gether lighter than vanity, If men, if prin- 
ces, could in all circumſtances help us, there 
were reaſon for our confidence; but the pſal- 
miſt ſays, put not your truſt in Princes, nor in 
the be fon of man, in whom there is no belp. 

2. Another reaſon here offered ny we 

: we not truſt in them is becauſe, be they 
ever ſo wiſe, ſo good, fo uſeful, they muſt 
certainly, and may ſuddenly, die. This is 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the text, His breath go» 
eth forth, he returneth to bis earth, in that ve- 
ry day his thoughts periſh, — We ſhall attend 
a little to each of theſe ideas. 

. We. muſt not truſt them, bawnls: their 
breath goeth forth. Princes and great men 
hold life by as precarious a tenure as the 

pooreſt of the people. Their life as well as 
others is but a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little while and then vaniſheth away ; a feeble 
breath which fans and feeds a waſting flame. 
Their conſtitutions are equally frail, and an 


incident 
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incident as ſmall will take away the breath 
of an Emperour, as of a Beggar. O! hum- 
bling lot of mortality | Money cannot pur- 
chaſe, nor friends beſtow, nor power pro- 
cure, nor royalty command, the leaft ex- 
emption from the general fate ! God is no 
reſpecter of perſons! Impartial death makes 
no diſtinction! Wealth, virtue, honour or 
dominion, find no favour here! The relent- 
leſs grave ſwallows up all alike! The Almigh- 
ty is now proclaiming to kings this ſolemn 
and affecting warning, I have. faid ye. are 
gods, and all of you are children of the moſt 
bigb; but ye ſhall die lite men and fall lite 
ene of the princes, (c) Ves, Sovereigns of 
earth | your breath muſt go fortb, yon ſhall 
be men, and ne gods, in the hand of him that 
| Payeth yam. (d] Ceaſe then, ye people, ceaſe 
ye from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, 
for wherein is he to be atcounted of. (e) 
When God demands it, not even royal breath 
can, by all the arts of medicine, be one 
moment detained. The fpirit' obeys the 
refiſtleſs ſummons, preſſes to the iſſues of 
0 Pfal. xxl. 6,7, (4) Eack. xv. 9. 
1 Ka. l. 22 | ho 1261 


„ 
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death, quits the diſſolying tabernacle, and 


haſtens to the world of ſpirits; to appear in 
the tremendaus preſence pf an infinitely great; 
er lovereigh 4 who removeth kings and ſet- 
tath up kings; who, as the plalmiſt expref- 


ſes it, cuts off the ſpirit of princes, and is tere 


Tible to the kings of the earth,. ( 20 
In how ſhort a time was our late moſt 
gfociaua ſovereign taken from us? Though 


it could not have been imagined he ſhould 


EgMinue many years, it was little expected 


he ſhould he ſo ſuddenly removed. But the 


determined period was arrived; and without 
any warning to his people, and with little to 
himſelf, bis breath went forth. Surely this 


is enough te teach us to withdraw our _= 
fidenee from ſuch precarious . beings ; jt 


ſtrongly enforces the caution of the text, ou 
not your truſt in princes. — And as royal per- 
ſonages muſt die like others; ſo, like there, 
they: muſt return is their earth, The earth 
has a cleim upon them, as well' as upon 
meaner creatures; this is a debt which all 


muſt diſcharge, Naked eame e gut of out 


mothers Womb, and naked muſt ye return 


thither. Though the utmoſt care is taken af. 
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18 Unlimited confidence not to be placed 
the royal body to preſerve it from corruption, 


the worm and the duſt, this labour and care 
we know is vain ; it can afford the deſerted 
clay but a ſhort and inſignificant reprieve, 
The ſame was its origin, and its end muſt be 
the ſame with ours. Duſt it was; and in ſpite 
of every effort, to duſt it muſt return. Prin. 
ces, as well as others, muſt ſay to corrupti- 
on thou art my father, and to the worm, bon 


art my mother and my fler. They muſt lie 


down alike in the duſt, and the worm muſt 


cover them. How dieth the wiſe man? Even 


as the fool. How dieth the prince! Upon e- 
qual terms with the peaſant.” And now'let | 
us behold the pale, the breathleſs, putrify- 
ing body of the one and the other, and ſay 
which is the propereſt object of human con- 
fidence; or whether they are not equally 
vain. It is a mortifying reflection that the 
ticheſt and greateſt are under a fatal neceſſi- 
ty of returning to their earth: but it is a truth 
of which the ſeriptures frequently - remind 
us; a truth which a very affecting providence 
at this inſtant confirms; and which tends 
further to enforce the caution before us, yr 


"hor e truſt in Princes. 
911 7 1 


nn the beſt of prince. 19 


Another branch of the reaſon why our 
confidence ſhould not be repoſed in them, 
ariſes from hence, that when their breath go- 


eth forth, and they return to their duſt, in that 


very day their thoughts periſh. Their ſchemes 
for the publick good, however prudent, ge- 


nerous or noble, are all at an end. As Job 
expreſſes it, their days are paſt, their pur- 
poſes are broken off, even the thoughts of 
their heart. During the ſeries of a long and 
proſperous. reign our Sovereign's mind was 


habitually engaged in purpoſes of publick 
utility. He wore not his crown merely nor 
principally for his own dignity; but for the 
glory and felicity of his people: and it has 


evidently appeared from many inſtances of 


his conduct, that his benevolent defigns were 
not confined to one kingdom; the proteſtant 
cauſe was the. object of his ſolicitous con- 


cern, and the welfare of mankind his care. 


And the cloſe of his life Was worthy the 
courſe of it. He was not cut off amidſt re- 
veling. and banqueting: nor found dead in 
his bed after the ſurfeit of the night. He 
met death as a good prince would with to 
do, either in the devout retirements of his 
cloſet looking towards, and preparing for, 
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$6 Unlimited ronfidenes wot to be placed 
4 brighter cron thin earth evuld give him; 
of forming great defigtts for the welfare of a 
po dver Whom God had granted him 
ing, happily and glorwuſly to reign. ! 
death when was thy dart dipt in ſuch blood? 
When didſt thou beat fo rich a ſpoil away? 
When did 4 monateh thus meet the day ef 
bis viſitation? Such kings may Britain ever 
Have! Suck Kings may Britain ever value! 
Vet eben in fuch, let net Britain inordinate- 
Iy truſt; for wen death comes; whfeh ſoon- 
er or later comes to all, in r very ddy Their 
ZVoughts periſd. Where are now the generous 
purpofes, ſo Ritndy v Britain, to liberty, 
to mankimd, which fe lately filted the royal 
breaft! May te in whoſe hand is Yhe heart 
of kings, warrn the breaſt of bis fHluſtrieus 
ſucceffor with ſentiments as noble, with pur 
poſes as great! And may all his people fin- 
cerely, but Hot immoderately, love and truſt 
bim; and with ſuch diſpoſitions long enjoy 
a wiſe, a Juſt, 4 merciful, a brave, a pious 
and proſperous prince, and the crown be 
petpertitired in His royal Ime till the ſun {hal 
fet and the moon ſhall wane no more. 


For 


Id) 4 i ibe bet ef princes... KW. 
For the improvement of what has been 
Gai, in tonnexioh with the: buſineſs of : the 
_ and the pᷣteſent folemn. occaſion; n: 
1. Let us be desply affected with-the f me» 
lancholy providence, by: which ſo excellent 
a prinde has been removed from us. It. is 
juſt, it is decent, it is amiable to pay, a tri» 
batary tear to his bleſſed memory. He was 
my friends our oommon father ʒ tender of 
dur rights and liberties. Many of us have 
known no other; none of us have known 
a better prince: The Engliſh hiſtory, though 
it van ptodute ſome ſhining characters which 
truly gave luſtre to the crown, cannot, I am 
perſuaded, boaſt a brighter; a prince more 
formed to make his ſubjects happy: What 
bleſſings have we not enjoyed ? Under what 
reign conld we have wiſhed to live; rather 
than that of Grone Tun Second? And 
hall oor royal friend and father die unre- 
gteted? Shall Briram, ſhall the proteſtant 


cauſe, ſhall mankind in general ſuſtain ſuch 


a 1058; - and ſhall the tears of the wiſe and 
good, the tears which flow freely for private 
ſorrows here be dry? Shall the friend of 
ttade and commerce, of liberty and religion, 
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immediately addreſſed to t 


be removed ; at a time too en e h6ped 
be would live to ſee the fruit of his gene 


rous labours; and taſte the bleſſings of peace; 
and when his dignity and influence were ſo 


much wanted to promote it? Thus ſhall 
our ſovereign be taken from us, 'and-: ſhall 
not the artleſs, unbribed tears of a grateful 
people embalm the royal body ? Worthleſs 


are the ſubjects who know not the value of 


ſuch a prince; ::and obdurate the how: that 
does not join in the general ſorrow. 4447s! 
And let'us:tenderly ſympathize high: the 
royal mourners; the loſs is not ſmall-which 


they have (Stained, nor is it to be doubted = 
but they feel its weight. May God grant 
them the moſt effectual ſupport! And may 
the repeated id, ſolemn admonitions of his 


providence; which have been of late more 
m, engage them 
to prepare for an approaching ſummons to 


| relinquiſh the trifles of time, for the an. 


tial enjoyments of eternity! © ) 

2. Let us all attend to that affefing lelbn 
of human vanity which is now written. ast it. 
were in royal duſt, And could a throney 
could a: kingdom, could the wiſhes and 


prayers of a people do nothing to ward off 
| the 


in the .beſt of prince. 2% 
the fatal Rroke?. O world what art thou? 
Surely every man walketh in a vain ſhew, 
ſurely they are diſquieted in vain | All fleſh 
is indeed as graſs; and all the glory of man 


as the flower of the graſs; the graſs wither-· 


eth, che flower thereof falleth 27 the 
wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, and the 


place thereof knoweth it no more. The Bri- 
tiſh throne will know no more its illuſtrious | 
fovereign ; the royal palace its venerable ; in- 
habitant; nor the imperial diadem the head 


which ſo long ſupported it. His hand will 


no refuſe to graſp the royal ſceptte: . the 
ſuppliant kn 


e will bend no more before 
him; the pomp, the power, the pageantry 


of ſtate are over: and when a few trifling 
ceremonies have been performed, invented 


to hide if poſſible for a moment the frailty 
and vanity. of human nature, to him entire- 
ly unknown and unavailing, a ſolitary, fi 
dent, dreary vault muſt conceal the Britiſh 


monarch; the dead muſt be buried out of 


our ſight, and the common fate of mortals 
paſs upon it. Who would ſeek for happi- 


neſs here, ſince a crown can give ſo little; 3 


and not that little, long?“ It i is the part of 


a Wil : man, in whatever Ration he i8 pla- 


goat AN» ced, 
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upon his peöple- Under all our con. 
Had 


44+ Unlimited confidence not 10 Be placed 


ced, to be looking for à kingdom that car 
not be moved: for a -6rown of glory chat 
fadeth not away. 2 a @ptit 538-7 36:3: N 1 
3. Amidſt all theſe humbling: views; let ui 
be Wankfol bat we enjoyed our ſovereigh ſo 
A By à habit of -temperance and virtue 
Hot common at a court and by the favour 
aff an” indulgetit ©Providenesi towards ut, his 
majeſty's days were prolonged beyond the 
commotr date*df princes.” He was the oldeſt 

era ned heac in Europe; in this reſpec bis 
iled above the bleſſings f this 


eg pee 
progenitei ol Vet his days Were not protract- 


** — 


Edd, Þ ok Ufen bürdeg e hitte br 


unfit him "for dhe ſervices of his kingdom. 
His uſefulneſß kept pace with his years, and 
every tretornitg day àiffuſed new err 


Ot 
be 36 


comes us to be thanfeful on chis account. 
is thajeſty: been removed in the beglu- 
ning of this r, vrhen out preſetit ſovereign 
was fo young, hen publick affarrs at hetnte 
and abroad were in ſb etitiesl a fittatic 
we know not how terrible the con equende 
might have been: ö But God has been Pleaſed 
to ſpare him in merey, t that is people might 
have cauſe for unfeigned gratitüde; and Oùr 
$599 enemies, 


LY 


in the beſt of prences. WI J þ 3 
enemies, | we preſume, NO reaſon to exult; 


_ eſpecially as, under his wiſe and excellent ad- 
miniſtration, : our affairs have gone on ſo 


proſperouſly, and proceeded we hope ſo far, 
towards a deſired iſſue in an honourable and 
advantageous peace; an iſſue on which, a- 
midſt all his ſucceſſes, his royal heart was ſo 


| Hamanely and nobly ſet. 


Loet us be thankful. t that his. Poe Tio ma- 


jely ſucceeds to the government in peace; 


that ſo important an event is brought about 
without the leaſt confuſion in our do- 


meſtick affairs, ot interruption to our pro- 
ceedipgs againſt the foreign foe. Many a 


prince, even with the beſt pretenſions, Ul 
been obliged to wade through ſlaughter to 
«a throne ;” and cement it, as it were, with 
the. blood of his ſubjects, before he could 
{it firmly. and peaceably there. Fal 
Let us alſo adore. the Divine Providence 


far thoſe ſignal deliverances. which the an- 


niverſary. of this day calls us to commemo- 


rate. Deliverances which, though they 


preclaim the kind interpoſition of heaven 
for the nation, ſpeak alſo the diſtraction of 


the times in which they were wrought, De- 
ien which, ee be Wong we are ſo 


26 Unlimited confidence not to be placed 


favoured as not to need: our king and par- 
liament, not deing now in danger from the 
dark deſigns of Rome and hell; nor the 
ſubjects -6bliged to call in the aid of a fo- 
reign prince to reſcue them out of the hands 
of their on ſovereign. Bleſſed be God, 
chat we only read, hear and gratefully re- 
collect ſuch fignal deliverances ; happier! far 
in Jour” chen if v we e bad . re ee, ſhared 
224, Though princes and rulers are not to 
be waſted yet, when” worthy of it, they 
are highly to be honoured,/and in alt lawful 
requirements: chearfully to be obeyed. As 
we have fo: much reaſon to believe that our 


Sovereign is entring upon the government 
with a juſt ſenſe of what is due to his ſub- 


jects, it is highly zecellary that they hould 
have proper ſemiments 8550 the ſacred obli- 
gations they are e under to him. No our 
holy geb, ae eofſults the intereſt of 
both; and, were its jumctions under ſtood 
and regarded, the monarch would be Slo- 
rious and his people happy. It commands 
every ſoul to be ſubject to the higher powers; ; 
to hondur the king; to fubmit to ee every er- 


dinance of man fer the Lords ſake, he- 
iber dont the king as ſupreme, or to go- 


vernors, 


vernors, as thoſe. who. are ſent by him 
for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for 
the praiſe. of them that do well. (g Is 
commands us to render to all their dues; 
tribute to whom tribute, cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom, is due; (b) to render to Cæſar the 
things that are Cæſats. And, in. order to ap- 
prove ourſelves good ſubjects, or good chriſti- 
ans, we are bound to pray ſincerely. and con- 
ſtantly for the government under which we 
live. I exhort, ſays the apoſtle, th | 
cations, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 


thanks be made for all men; for kings, and 


for all that are in authority; that we may 
lead, a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty. (7) Let us then not ceaſe 
to pray to. him. that giveth, ſalvation to kings 


for the perſon, and government of our moſt 
gracious Sovereign; that his good and gene- 


rous undertakings may be proſpered, and that 
the favour of the King of Kings may attend 
bim in all his intereſts, to the lateſt period 


of A long, A happy and a glorious reign. 


FR Since we are not to truſt in princes, it 
is s happy for us that we are made acquainted 
with the character of chat God, i in whom we 
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may repoſe an unlimited confidence. When 
the pſalmiſt diſſuades us from one of theſe, 
his deſign was to prepare our minds for the 
other; and therefore he adds, immediately 
after the text, happy i. is be that bas the God of 
Jacob for bis belp, «hoſe bope i is in the Lord 
bis God ! He calls off our dependence from 


dying princes, that we may place it on the 


King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible. And in- 
deed the principal deſign of every caution a- 
gainſt truſting in creatures, is to induce us 
to fix our firmeſt hopes in the Almighty. 


Let this then, my friends, be conſidered as 


the true improvement of ſuch a ſubject. Let 


all that has been offered enforce upon your 
minds this important maxim, it is better o 
rruſt in the Lord, than to put any confidence in 
nan; it is better to truſt in the Lord, than to 
Put corifilence in princes. (B, Truſt him 
therefore at all times, ye People; pour out 
your hearts before him. Truſt in the Lord 
for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah there is 
everlaſting ſtrength. Bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in the Lord; mercy ſhall compaſs 
him about: he ſhall be as mount Zion which 
cannot be moved. When 2 is poured 
(#7 Pfal. exviii. 8, 9. 1 08 


inthe beſt of princes. 29 
upon princes, when counſellors are led away 
ſpoiled, when the ſtrength of the mighty is 


weakened, when men know not what to do, 
if, with humble confidence their eyes are di- . 
refed to Him, in all' emergencies he can 
effectually help; his ſmile can diſſipate the 


darkeſt clouds, and brighten the ſcene a- 


round us. He can repair any loſs the na- 


tion can ſuſtain; can give us in our preſent 
Sovereign all our warmeſt wiſhes aſpire to; 
can make him the dread of his enemies, 


and the delight of his people. He can ſoon 
make wars to ceaſe to the end of the earth; 


can break the bow and cut the ſpear aun 


der. He can ſtrengthen the bars of our 
gates, and bleſs our children within us. He. 


can open the windows of heaven and pour 
down bleſſings upon us. He can cauſe truth 
to ſpring out of the earth, and righteouſneſs 
to look down from heaven; can extirpate 
that iniquity that reproacheth, and eſtabliſh 
that righteouſneſs that exalteth, a people. 
He can make us ſo reſpectable at home and 
abroad, that the nations around us ſhall call 
us bleſſed. To him therefore let us hum- 
bly and piouſly commit the church, the 
ſtate, and every publick intereſt. 
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30 Unlimited confidence not to be placed, &c. 
+ To conclude: though we muſt not con- 
fide in the ſon of man, whoſe breath goeth 
forth and whoſe thoughts: periſh ; yet there 
is a ſon of man, in whom we may and muſt 
repoſe the unſhaken confidence of our ſouls: 
to his merits and mercies let us humbly look. 
And to him, as head over all things for the 
church; let us commit thoſe intereſts which 
are dearer far than government, than liberty, 
than life. Be it ever our ſupreme concern 
to be the faithful ſubjects of his ſpiritual. 
and everlaſting empire; then, when all 
human governments are diſſolved, when 
earthly diſtinctions are - vaniſhed, when. 
thrones, crowns: and kingdoms are melted 


awray, we may hope to inherit the ineſtima- 
ble bleflings of his auſpicious and uninter- 
rapted dominion, in regions. of r Puri- 
Lo n and 3j 0 Amen. 
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